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Making numbers work
This task covers ASCF Numeracy levels 1, 2 and 3.
Industry coverage
This is a generic task.
Instructions to assessor
This task requires the candidate to:
(i) Complete the questions by writing the answers.  Candidates may prefer to have the questions read to them.  Low level candidates may want to give oral answers to the assessor.  
This is a generic numeracy task that can be used to assess numeracy performance. It can also be used to confirm a numeracy level that may have been demonstrated in another tool in the bank, but where you are not sure about the level of performance. 
On its own this task is not comprehensive enough to provide more than a ballpark assessment of the candidate’s numeracy level.
This generic numeracy assessment includes a number of worded problems, however application within a specific context or aspect of communication is, by-and-large, lacking.  Assessors would be wise to confirm any levels from this task with another industry specific task.
ACSF mapping
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	As this is a generic task it is not appropriate to assign Aspects of Communication.
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Making numbers work
1. Can you tell me how to get from this room to the canteen?  Try to give approximate distance and use the terms ‘left’ and ‘right’ where needed.  

2. Write these times on the following clock faces.  The first one has been done for you.
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	                Ten o’clock
	Half past four
	Quarter to two
	Quarter past eight




3. Draw the times on the clock faces for the following digital times.  The first one has been done for you. 
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	                4:00
	1:15
	6:30
	11:45









4. Name or write the shape of the following signs. Choose from triangle, square, rectangle or circle.
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5. A box holds 15 lettuces.  At the end of the day the farm crew had filled 86 boxes.  How many lettuces is that in total?  Show how you worked this out. 







6. Diesel costs $1.86 per litre.  The tractor’s fuel tank is empty.  When full it holds 1200 litres.  How much money would it cost to full up the tractor with fuel?  Show how you worked this out.   










7. The table below shows the average price of petrol per litre for the period July 2009 to June 2010.
              Read the information and then answer the questions that follow.

	Month
	Average price/litre

	July 2009
	$1.14

	August 2009
	$1.15

	September 2009
	$1.13

	October 2009
	$1.18

	November 2009
	$1.20

	December 2009
	$1.22

	January 2010
	$1.26

	February 2010
	$1.23

	March 2010
	$1.24

	April 2010
	$1.23

	May 2010
	$1.27

	June 2010
	$1.30




(a) In which month was the petrol price the lowest?



(b) In which two months was the price of petrol the same?



(c) In which month was the price of petrol the highest?




(d) In which month did the price of petrol increase the most?


(e) What was the general trend in the price of petrol over this 12 month period?




8. HandyStores is having a sale.  All items have been reduced by 30%.  Complete the table to                show the sale price of the items. Show how you worked this out. 
	Item
	Normal price
	Sale price – 30% off

	Men’s woollen socks
	2 pair pack for $20.00
	

	Children’s pyjamas
	$18.00
	

	Women’s jumpers
	$35.00
	

	Sports shoes
	$50.00
	

	Football scarves
	$22.00
	



9. A phone survey asked 300 people the following question:    
Should Australia export live cattle?  Answer  Yes  or  No.
The results of the survey were    Yes 45%          No 55%

(a)  How many people voted yes? Show how you worked this out.  


(b) How many people voted no?  Show how you worked this out.



(c) Plot a bar graph on the grid below to illustrate the poll results. 
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10. Use the information from the signs below to answer the questions that follow. 
	
	CAFÉ RELAXO
	
	
	CAFÉ CINO

	Days Open
	Monday – Friday
	
	Days
Open
	Tuesday – Sunday

	Days Closed
	Saturday – Sunday
	
	Days 
Closed
	Monday

	Hours Open
	8am – 5pm
	
	Hours 
Open
	Tuesday – Thursday
10am – 7pm
Friday – Sunday
11am – 11pm



(a) What are the total hours that Café Relaxo is open in one full week? 



(b) What are the total hours that Café Cino is open in one full week?  



(c) Tony works in Café Relaxo on the following days – Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday.  Ramos works in Café Cino on  Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday.  Who works more hours in a week, Tony or Ramos?  Show how you worked this out. (Ignore break times) 




(d) Ramos is paid $10.00/hour.  What is his total pay for one week (before tax)? Show how you worked this out.




(e) Tony is paid 25%/hour more than Ramos.  What is his total pay for one week (before tax)? Show how you worked this out.  





11. The perimeter of a rectangle is 64m. What are three possible measurements for the length and width? What is the area of these rectangles?
	Answer number
	Length
	Width
	Area

	a)
	
	
	

	b)
	
	
	

	c)
	
	
	












12. Fill in the gaps in the following table. Simplify the fraction in column one. The first one has been done for you.  
	Fraction
	Decimal
	Percentage

	1/10
	0.1
	10%

	1/5
	
	

	
	0.7
	

	
	
	65%

	16/25
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